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Dawson elected SGA president
By Amber Coulter

About 30 Student Government Association senators and executive members piled into the
SGA office at 11: 50 Friday night, awaiting general election results. But only two members
had reason
to worry.
In the only contested competition, the presidential race, Radcliff junior Katie Dawson, the
current executive vice president, overcame Jackson senior Josh Collins, speaker of the
Senate, with 1,268 votes.
Collins received 472 votes. Students also voted for the Board of Regents to decide on
whether or not to implement a t uition fee for the Ta lisman . And students voted to pass
amendments to the SGA constitution.
Almost having to force the breath and words from her lungs, Dawson was overwhelmed by
the victory and had pictured this announcement in slow motion over and over since she filed
as a candidate.
Sometimes she was defeated by Collins, and other times she was named president just as
reality decreed she would be.
"How can you describe meeting an expectation, fulfilling a want, a dream?" she asked. "I
don't know if you can."
Dawson said that as president, she will continue the policies SGA is now pursuing such as
student involvement and opening faculty evaluation results to students.
As he pulled away from an enthusiastic crowd of senators celebrating the close of spring
elections and made his way back to the empty Senate office, Collins said he thought he had
run a good race and brought attention to important academic issues.
"I thought I would have done an excellent job," he said. "And I still think I'm going to do an
excellent job."
Collins said he doesn't know what his next step in SGA will be. Dawson said Collins is an
asset to SGA and she hopes not to lose his involvement. She said the executive board will
have to discuss the issue after spring break.
Princeton senior Mason Stevenson, legislative research committee head, won the executive
vice presidency and junior Melissa Paris, secretary of the Senate, won the administrative vice
presidency in uncontested races.
But Stevenson said he was nervous about the outcome of a referendum to adopt a list of 40
amendments to the SGA constitution.
The legislative research committee compi led the list.
The constitution referendum passed with 1,193 to 262 votes.

I of2

3/28/05 8:32 AM

'--urn:gc: nc:agnts Hera10

A second referendum on the ballot, a decision to ask the Board of Regents to vote on
instituting a tuition fee for the Talisman yearbook, passed with 1,019 to 669 votes.
If the board decides to implement the $9 semesterly fee, all full-time students would be
charged. But students could reserve a Talisman for no additional charge.
All of the 25 senators on the ballot were voted in to fill some of 28
open seats. SGA senators will vote on a speaker of the Senate. Dawson will appoint justices,
committee heads and other executive office holders.
She said she may begin making appointments as early as April.

Reach Amber Coulter at news@wkuherald.com

2 of2

3/28/05 8:32 AM

